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A crocodile needs a fraction of
the food a lion of the same weight
needs, and can live half a year
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without eating. Due to their slow
metabolism, reptiles can do well in areas where food sources are
too low for most mammals and birds to live.
Four major groups of reptiles include crocodilians, snakes, turtles,
lizards and ttuatara – a lizard-like reptile that is the only surviving
member of an order which flourished around 200 million years ago.
The study of reptiles, historically combined with that of amphibians, is called herpetology.
Reptiles lay eggs on land, and the eggs musts stay dry. Many reptiles bury the eggs. Mother pythons, mud snakes and some skinks
wrap their bodies around their eggs to protect them. Alligator mothers carry newly hatched babies in their mouths. Some reptiles abandon their eggs and do not care for the babies. About a fifth of snake
species give birth to live young.
Reptiles are cold blooded animals, covered with scales, and
mostly lay eggs. Some reptiles eat plants, some eat animals
and some eat both.
Reptiles are tetrapod vertebrates, meaning they have four
limbs or, like snakes, they descended from four limbed ancestors. They usually have limited means of maintaining a
constant body temperature and rely on external sources of
heat. Being cold blooded requires far less fuel to function.

Warmer egg temperatures produce females for some turtles, cooler
temperatures result in males, and temperatures in the middle will
produce a combination of genders. With crocodiles, the results are
reversed – with males usually born at higher temperatures. The sex
of snakes is determined by chromosomes, as it is with mammals
and birds.
Once hatched, most reptiles are independent and able to care for
themselves. Babies look like miniature adults, though their colors
may be different.

FASCINATING REPTILE FACTS
THE BIGGEST

SMARTER THAN YOU THINK

The longest reptile is
the reticulated python,
measuring over 32
feet. The heaviest is
the leatherback sea
turtle, weighing over
1,900 pounds.

Reptiles are capable of solving complex
problems and remembering what they
have learned. They share the same level
of intelligence as birds and mammals.
They change techniques when presented
with new challenges and learn from other
reptiles. They possess advanced social
skills and flexible behavior – behavior that can be adapted to
meet a particular situation. In captivity, they learn how to open
hinged doors, open jar lids, have the ability to interpret and
anticipate common activities such as feeding time and cagecleaning time, and can even navigate mazes. In the wild they
exhibit advanced social behavior including recognition of their
family, pair bonding and loving care of their children. They
exhibit social learning, play behavior and cooperation. Studies
show they are capable of counting, advanced learning and
problem solving. They are able to reverse course in addressing
problems, unlearning incorrect approaches almost instantly.
They have individual personalities.

THE SMALLEST
Leaf chameleons of
Madagascar measure only an inch from nose to tail.

THE FASTEST
Green sea turtles are the fastest reptiles, reaching speeds of 22
mph.

THE LONGEST LIVED
The Aldabra tortoise lives the longest, to over 150 years.

UNDERGROUND CITIES

LOVING RELATIONSHIPS
Shingleback skinks are often monogamous. They court for months
with the male strutting, licking and
nudging the female affectionately
before mating. The reptilian couple
will mate every breeding season for
as long as 20 years. When one dies,
its surviving partner will stay beside the body for days, tenderly
touching it.

PLANNING AHEAD
Australian monitors plan ahead and
arrange ambushes when pursuing fast-moving prey. Monitor lizards have been shown to count snails at feeding time and learn to
use their forearms to help extract insects from logs.

SINGING & DANCING
Alligators gather together in large groups during the spring, usually one to three hours after sunrise, to sing and engage in “alligator dances” for courtship. Mothers defend their nests from
predators. Shortly before hatching, baby alligators call their
mother to the nest and begin vocalizing to synchronize the hatching of their siblings. Mother alligators gently assist with opening
the eggs and carry the babies to a special pool called a nursery.
Young alligators will stay close to their mother and form social
groups. They follow her wherever she goes, hop on her head to
bask and follow her around on land like little ducklings. When in
distress they call out for her, bringing her to their aid. They stay
with their protective mother for up to 2 years after being born.

COMMUNAL LIVING
Crocodiles are behaviorally complex creatures that live and work as
members of a group. They can be
incredibly tender and affectionate.
They play together, exhibit complex social interactions and gaze
recognition, use tools, pair bond,
practice monogamy, hunt together
and have good memories. Expecting mothers guard their nests and
protect their young until they are
old enough to survive on their
own, up to 3 years old. Babies are
carried around in their mouths to
protect them. Crocodiles have
community nurseries where one mother watches over the hatchlings of many. Crocodiles have excellent communication skills,
using body language and sounds, and even vibrate to make water
‘dance’, producing sounds that humans cannot hear.

SENSE OF DIRECTION
Wild turtles who are caught and later released will head in the
direction of the nearest water source. Captive turtles recognize
the sight of their food container and sound of food rattling in it.

Green iguanas share nesting areas
with as many as hundreds of other
iguanas and construct complex burrow systems that are continuously
improved upon. Babies hatching
from eggs look around and duck
back into the egg while observing
other babies to determine if it is
safe to emerge. They get excited
and jump up and down when they
see other babies emerging. Siblings
will stay together for months, rubbing against each other frequently
and wagging their tails like dogs.
They sleep together and groom each other and walk in a line
with a chosen leader. They rub each others' heads before returning to their family's territory, watching for predators together and protecting each other.

REPTILES AS
PETS
The lot of a reptile
captured or bred for
the pet store trade is
grim. The trip from
the breeder or dealer
is typically cramped
and unsanitary, and
many reptiles do not survive it. Those who do will probably
have health problems that don’t show up until months later.
Unfortunately, reptiles are perceived
as requiring minimal care rather than
specialized care, so they’re big business—millions of U.S. households
have reptiles. Pet-store employees are
rarely trained to effectively tend to the
sensitive needs of reptiles and therefore cannot educate prospective reptile
caretakers.
Welcoming a reptile into your home
means a commitment of time, space,
and money. You’ll need to provide the
right temperature and humidity and
specific light/dark cycles that may not
coincide with your own or be convenient to you. Backup power is necessary to keep a constant temperature in
the event of a power failure. It is a harsh fact that most reptiles
are carnivores—do you really want your freezer full of dead
animals? In all, costs for food, an enclosure, lighting, and vet
bills can total hundreds of dollars per year.
Purchasing a reptile caught in his or her natural habitat encourages the removal of wildlife from delicate ecosystems. Buying
captive-bred animals only encourages breeders to replenish
their stock. If you must have a reptile as a companion animal,
consider adopting one from a local shelter or rescue group.
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Amphibians are cold blooded,
breathe air through their skin and
do not have hair or scales. Amphibians go through a metamorphosis; starting from an egg,
morphing into larvae that is typically aquatic, breathing by gills,
and growing into semi-terrestrial
adults that breathe by lungs and
through moist skin.

REPTILE OR
AMPHIBIAN?
Amphibious means ‘belonging to
both land and water’ - but not all
amphibious creatures are amphibians. Marine iguanas, sea
snakes, crocodiles and pond turtles are all amphibious but they
are considered reptiles because they do not go through a
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metamorphosis. They also have
scales; amphibians have no
scales. While both amphibians
and reptiles come from eggs, amphibian eggs need to stay moist
or wet as they develop and are
usually laid in water.

WHO’S INCLUDED?
Amphibians include frogs, toads,
newts, salamanders and caecilians
– who resemble earthworms or
snakes and hide in the ground,
making them the least familiar of
amphibians.. Most amphibians
eat small animals like insects. Amphibians are divided into 3 major
groups; salamanders, frogs and toads.

FASCINATING AMPHIBIAN FACTS
THE BIGGEST
The largest amphibian is the giant
salamander at 4 feet 8 inches long.
The giant salamander is also the
heaviest, weighing in at a whopping 88 pounds.

THE SMALLEST
The smallest amphibian in the
world is a frog from New Guinea,
Paedophryne amauensis, at only
0.30 inches.

THE FASTEST
The fastest amphibian is an Andean
salamander, which can travel at
speeds of 15 mph.

THE LONGEST LIVED
The giant salamander lives the longest, over 50 years.

METAMORPHOSIS
Baby amphibians hatch from eggs
in water, starting off as polliwogs
or tadpoles with no limbs and

breathing through gills like fish.
Some amphibians care for their
eggs and babies, while others abandon their eggs in water and offer no
care. When amphibian eggs hatch,
the babies do not look like their
parents. They start off as a larva,
then undergo metamorphosis to
transform into an adult form. Some
amphibians, like toads, the process
of going from an egg to a toad may
only takes a few weeks. For others,
like bullfrogs, the process may take
two years.

DEVOTED DADS
Giant South African bullfrogs are
devoted fathers who have attacked
lions and elephants while defending tadpoles. Some male frogs in
the rainforest, who send messages
by drumming with their feet, are
the sole caretakers of their young.
After the mother lays eggs, the father guards the nest and carries his
children on his back.

