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CATS
Cats have long been valued by humans for
companionship and are the most popular
companion animal. There are over 500
million domestic cats throughout the
world. Descended from African wildcats,
they began to share homes with humans
about 10,000 years ago.
Domestic cats are still similar in anatomy
to wild cats, with strong, flexible bodies, quick reflexes,
sharp retractable claws and teeth adapted to killing small
prey. They have excellent hearing, sense of smell and night
vision.
Cats are felids, which are mammals that include lions, tigers,
cougars, jungle cats, wildcats, mountain cats, sand cats and
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other wild cats. They all share a
common ancestor that lived
around 6–7 million years ago in
Asia. Domestic cats are not radically different from wildcats, so
they can interbreed. Unlike dogs,
cats have not undergone major
changes during the domestication
process. They are still capable of surviving in the wild.
Despite being solitary hunters, cats are social animals and communicate with a variety of vocalizations, as well as cat pheromones
and body language. They are known for their love of play. They
also engage in play fighting with each other, other species and humans.

FASCINATING CAT FACTS
THE BIGGEST

●Cats can change their meow to manipulate humans.

Most cats weigh between 8.8 and 11 lb,
though some, such as the Maine Coon,
can weigh over 25 lb. The largest cat
on record weighed 47 lb.

●Female cats tend to be right pawed,
while male cats are more often left
pawed.

THE SMALLEST
Very small cats can weigh 4 lb or less.
The smallest adult cat on record
weighed 3 lb.

THE LONGEST LIVED
The average lifespan of a cat is 12.1 years, while some live much
longer. The oldest cat on record lived 38 years.

A LOT LIKE US
● Cat brains are 90% similar to human brains — more similar to human brains than dog brains.
● Cats have the cognitive ability to sense human emotions
and mood.
● Cats usually only meow to communicate with humans,
not other cats.

●Cats make over 100 different sounds.

AMAZING DIFFERENCES
●Most cats don't have eyelashes.
●Cats sleep 70% of their lives.
●In one litter of kittens, there can be
multiple fathers.
● The ability of cats to find their way home is called
“psi-traveling.” Cats either use the angle of sunlight,
or magnetized cells in their brains, as compasses.
● A group of cats is referred to as a "clowder", a male
cat is called a "tomcat", an unaltered female is called a
"queen" and a baby cat is referred to as a "kitten".
● Cat can travel at a top speed of approximately 31 mph
over short distances.
● Cats greet one another by rubbing their noses together.

● Cat noses are ridged with a unique pattern, just like human fingerprints.

● Cats have survived falls from over 32 stories onto concrete, due to their “righting reflex.”

● Cats rub against humans to be affectionate and to mark
their territory with scent glands located around their faces, tail area and paws.

● Cats dislike the water because their fur does not insulate well when wet.

● Adult cats have 30 teeth; kittens have 26 teeth.
● Cats are extremely sensitive to vibrations and can detect
earthquakes 15 minutes before humans.
● Eating grass rids a cats' system of fur and aids digestion.
● A cat's back paws aren’t as sharp as their front paws because the back claws don’t retract and thus get worn.
● Cats have 1,000 times more data storage than an iPad.
● Cats can detect cancer.

Unlike most mammals, cats move the two legs on one side of
the body before the legs on the other side. Camels and giraffes
also walk this way. As their walk speeds into a trot, a cat's gait
changes to that of most other mammals.
Cats have protractable and retractable front claws. In their normal position, the claws are retracted to keep them sharp by
preventing wear. This allows the silent stalking of prey. Cats
can voluntarily extend their claws on one or more paws for
hunting, climbing, self-defense, kneading or for extra traction
on certain surfaces.

SPECIAL SENSES

Cats are able to tolerate
quite high temperatures.
They conserve heat by
reducing the flow of blood
to their skin and lose heat
by evaporation through
their mouths. They can
only sweat a little, with
sweat glands located primarily in their paw pads.
They pant for heat relief
only at very high temperatures. Their kidneys are so
efficient they can survive
on a diet of meat alone,
with no additional water,
and can even quench their

Cats have excellent night
vision and can see at only
one-sixth the light level
humans require to see.
Unlike some big wild
cats, domestic cats have
slit pupils. They see in
color, but have limited
ability to distinguish between red and green.
Cats have excellent hearing and can detect an extremely broad range of
frequencies. They can
hear higher-pitched
sounds than either dogs or humans. They do not use this ability to
hear ultrasound for communication, but it aids in hunting since
many rodents make ultrasonic calls. Cat hearing is extremely sensitive and is among the best of any mammal. Their movable ears
amplify sounds and help them sense the direction from which the
sound is coming.
Cats also have an excellent sense of smell. They are very sensitive to pheromones which they use to communicate through urine
spraying and marking with scent glands.
To aid with navigation and sensation, cats have dozens of movable whiskers on their bodies, especially on their faces. Their
whiskers are highly sensitive to touch and provide information on
the width of gaps and the location of objects in the dark. They
work by touching objects directly and by sensing air currents.
They also trigger protective blink reflexes to protect the cat's eyes
from damage.

AMAZING ABILITIES
Extra lumbar and thoracic vertebrae account for the cat's spinal
mobility and flexibility. Unlike human arms, cat arms are attached to the shoulder by free-floating bones that allow them to
fit through any space they can fit their heads. A cat's skull is unusual among mammals, having very large eye sockets and a powerful and specialized jaw. Within the jaw, cats have teeth adapted
for killing prey and tearing meat.
Cats, like dogs, walk directly on their toes, with the bones of their
feet making up the lower part of their leg. They are capable of
walking very precisely by placing each back paw directly in the
spot of the corresponding front paw, minimizing noise and tracks.
This also provides sure footing when navigating rough terrain.

thirst by drinking seawater.
Cats are carnivores and have difficulty digesting plants. About
20% of a cat's diet needs to be protein. They are dependent on
a constant supply of the amino acid arginine and cannot produce taurine. They do eat grass occasionally. Since cats cannot
fully close their lips around something to create suction, they
lap with their tongues to draw liquid upwards into their
mouths. Cats have relatively few taste buds compared to humans and cannot taste sweetness. Their taste buds instead respond to bitter tastes, acids and amino acids.

PROLIFIC BREEDERS
Female cats are seasonally polyestrous, which means they may
go into heat over and over during the course of a year. The
mating season begins in spring and ends in late autumn. Heat
periods occur about every two weeks and last around 4 to 7
days. Multiple males will be attracted to a female in heat. The
males will fight over her and the victor wins the right to mate.
Cats are superfecund; that is, a female may mate with more
than one male when she is in heat, and different kittens in the
litter may have different fathers. The gestation period for cats
is about 66 days. The size of a litter is usually three to five kittens. Babies are weaned between six and seven weeks old, and
teens normally reach sexual maturity between 5–10 months.
Females can have two to three litters per year, so they can produce up to 150 kittens by the time they reach ten years old.
They can be spayed or neutered as early as 7 weeks to limit
unwanted reproduction. This surgery also prevents undesirable
sex-related behavior, such as aggression, marking (spraying
urine) in males and yowling (calling) in females.

from and gives the cat a better observation point. During a fall from a
high place, a cat can reflexively
twist its body and right itself using
its acute sense of balance and flexibility.

A DAY IN THE LIFE
Free ranging cats are active both
day and night. A house cat's activity is quite flexible and varied, and
often synchronizes with their human family. Cats allowed outdoors
are known to establish territories
from 17 to 69 acres in size.
Cats conserve energy by sleeping
more than most animals, usually
13–14 hours per day. They dream
often throughout the day.
Cats use many vocalizations for communication including purring, hissing, growling, snarling, trilling, grunting and many forms
of meowing. Different body language, including position of ears
and tail, relaxation of their body and kneading of paws, indicate
their mood. No one knows how a cat purrs. Cats have no unique
anatomical feature that is known for causing the sound.
Cats are known for their cleanliness, spending many hours licking
their coats. The cat's tongue has backwards-facing spines which
act like a hairbrush.
Cats hunt small prey, primarily birds and rodents. They use two
hunting strategies, either stalking prey actively, or waiting in ambush until the animal comes close. Many present their prey to
their human guardians. Some experts believe this is done because
the cat is trying to teach its human to hunt, or is trying to feed
their inept human.
Most cats have a fondness for perching in high places. In the
wild, a higher place may serve as a concealed location to hunt

Among domestic cats, males are
more likely to fight than females.
Cats arch their backs, raise their fur,
turn sideways and hiss to appear
more impressive and threatening.
Often, the ears are pointed down
and back to avoid damage and to
listen for any changes behind them.
They may also vocalize loudly and bare their teeth to further
intimidate their opponent. Fights usually consist of grappling,
slapping and biting. Serious damage is rare, as the fights usually don't last long.

FERAL CATS
Feral cats are domestic cats that were born in, or have reverted
to, a wild state. They are unfamiliar with and wary of humans
and roam freely in urban and rural environments. There are 25
to 60 million feral cats just in the United States. They usually
live in colonies, occupying a specific territory with a source of
food. A grass roots effort to humanely reduce the feral cat population is called 'trap-neuter-return'. Cats are trapped, neutered,
immunized and then released. Volunteers continue to feed and
care for the cats throughout their lives. An established colony
helps to prevent other feral cats from moving into an area.

DECLAWING CATS
A cat's claws are used to capture prey, for climbing, and in selfdefense. Claws are an integral part of a cat's life, but their use can
also be a problem for cats' human cohabitants. Declawing, however, is a painful and permanently crippling procedure that should
not be practiced. There are effective and humane alternatives to
declawing that can reduce or eliminate clawing damage.
Declawing involves 10 separate, painful amputations. It is a serious surgery, not just a manicure. Declawing is amputating the last
joint of each toe, including the bones, not just the nail. Possible
complications include reaction to anesthetic, hemorrhage, bone
chips which prevent healing, recurrent infections and damage to
the radial nerve, pain, and possible abnormal regrowth of the
nails. The nails may grow back inside the paw, causing pain but
remaining invisible to the eye. Declawed cats need regular X-rays
to monitor this problem. Declawing results in a gradual weakening of leg, shoulder, and back muscles, and, because of impaired
balance, declawed cats have to relearn to walk much as would a
person who lost his or her toes. Without claws, cats are virtually
defenseless, and this often leads to neurosis and even skin and
bladder problems. Without claws to mark their territory, even
house-trained cats will often urinate and defecate outside the litter
box in a desperate attempt to ward off intruders.

It does not
make cats
more "mellow." Declawed cats
may be morose, reclusive, and withdrawn, or they may be irritable, aggressive and unpredictable. The lack of claws turns many cats
into biters. Declawed cats feel so insecure, lacking their first
line of defense, that they tend to bite more often as a means of
self-protection.
People who have their cats declawed simply do not understand
how important claws are to a cat and do not know how else to
deal with the problem. With a little effort and commitment to
your cat's welfare, you can eliminate the excuse to declaw
your cat and make him or her a better companion as well. To
train a kitten or to retrain an adult cat simply requires regular
nail trimmings, scratching posts and giving your cat specific
instructions as to where to claw and where not to claw. Another option is nail caps applied to cats' newly trimmed nails, allowing cats to scratch naturally, without harming furniture.

